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All six volumes are contained in this eBook. There is a linked table of contents, and the footnotes are also
linked.
Gibbon’s masterpiece, which narrates the history of the Roman Empire from the second century A.D. to its
collapse in the west in the fifth century and in the east in the fifteenth century, is widely considered the
greatest work of history ever written.
The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (sometimes shortened to Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire) is a book of history written by the English historian Edward Gibbon, which traces the
trajectory of Western civilization (as well as the Islamic and Mongolian conquests) from the height of the
Roman Empire to the fall of Byzantium. Published in six volumes, volume I was published in 1776 and went
through six printings. Volumes II and III were published in 1781; Volumes IV, V, and VI in 1788–89. The
original volumes were published in quarto sections, a common publishing practice of the time. The work
covers the history of the Roman Empire, Europe, and the Catholic Church from 98 to 1590 and discusses the
decline of the Roman Empire in the East and West. Because of its relative objectivity and heavy use of
primary sources, at the time its methodology became a model for later historians. This led to Gibbon being
called the first "modern historian of ancient Rome".
Gibbon offers an explanation for why the Roman Empire fell, a task made difficult by a lack of
comprehensive written sources, though he was not the only historian to tackle the subject. According to
Gibbon, the Roman Empire succumbed to barbarian invasions in large part due to the gradual loss of civic
virtue among its citizens. They had become weak, outsourcing their duties to defend their Empire to
barbarian mercenaries, who then became so numerous and ingrained that they were able to take over the
Empire. Romans, he believed, had become effeminate, unwilling to live a tougher, "manly" military lifestyle.
In addition, Gibbon argued that Christianity created a belief that a better life existed after death, which
fostered an indifference to the present among Roman citizens, thus sapping their desire to sacrifice for the
Empire. He also believed its comparative pacifism tended to hamper the traditional Roman martial spirit.
Finally, like other Enlightenment thinkers, Gibbon held in contempt the Middle Ages as a priest-ridden,
superstitious dark age. It was not until his own age of reason and rational thought, it was believed, that
human history could resume its progress.
Gibbon saw the Praetorian Guard as the primary catalyst of the empire's initial decay and eventual collapse, a
seed planted by Augustus at the establishment of the empire. He cites repeated examples of the Praetorian
Guard abusing their power with calamitous results, including numerous instances of imperial assassination
and incessant demands for increased pay.
Gibbon's style is frequently distinguished by an ironically detached and somewhat dispassionate yet critical
tone. He occasionally lapsed into moralization and aphorism.
"As long as mankind shall continue to bestow more liberal applause on their destroyers than on their
benefactors, the thirst of military glory will ever be the vice of the most exalted characters".
"The influence of the clergy, in an age of superstition, might be usefully employed to assert the rights of
mankind; but so intimate is the connection between the throne and the altar, that the banner of the church has
very seldom been seen on the side of the people"(Chapter Three).
"History...is, indeed, little more than the register of the crimes, follies, and misfortune of mankind"(ibid).
"If we contrast the rapid progress of this mischievous discovery [of gunpowder] with the slow and laborious
advances of reason, science, and the arts of peace, a philosopher, according to his temper, will laugh or weep



at the folly of mankind" (Chapter).
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Davis:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (All 6 Volumes)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

Walter Godinez:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The History
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (All 6 Volumes) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire (All 6 Volumes) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Joshua McIntosh:

You may get this The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (All 6 Volumes) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.

Eddie Patten:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The History
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (All 6 Volumes).
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