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“I finally understand what the poets have written. In spring, moved to passion; in autumn only regret.”

For young Peony, betrothed to a suitor she has never met, these lyrics from The Peony Pavilion mirror her
own longings. In the garden of the Chen Family Villa, amid the scent of ginger, green tea, and jasmine, a
small theatrical troupe is performing scenes from this epic opera, a live spectacle few females have ever
seen. Like the heroine in the drama, Peony is the cloistered daughter of a wealthy family, trapped like a
good-luck cricket in a bamboo-and-lacquer cage. Though raised to be obedient, Peony has dreams of her
own.

Peony’s mother is against her daughter’s attending the production: “Unmarried girls should not be seen in
public.” But Peony’s father assures his wife that proprieties will be maintained, and that the women will
watch the opera from behind a screen. Yet through its cracks, Peony catches sight of an elegant, handsome
man with hair as black as a cave–and is immediately overcome with emotion.

So begins Peony’s unforgettable journey of love and destiny, desire and sorrow–as Lisa See’s haunting new
novel, based on actual historical events, takes readers back to seventeenth-century China, after the Manchus
seize power and the Ming dynasty is crushed.

Steeped in traditions and ritual, this story brings to life another time and place–even the intricate realm of the
afterworld, with its protocols, pathways, and stages of existence, a vividly imagined place where one’s soul
is divided into three, ancestors offer guidance, misdeeds are punished, and hungry ghosts wander the earth.
Immersed in the richness and magic of the Chinese vision of the afterlife, transcending even death, Peony in
Love explores, beautifully, the many manifestations of love. Ultimately, Lisa See’s new novel addresses
universal themes: the bonds of friendship, the power of words, and the age-old desire of women to be heard.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Coleman Jones:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Peony in Love: A
Novel.

Leon Santiago:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a reserve. The book Peony in Love: A Novel it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Kelsey Palermo:

Peony in Love: A Novel can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Peony in Love: A Novel but doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can
be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
imagining.

Mary Wright:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Peony in Love: A Novel is
simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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