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From Flannery O’Connor and Rona Jaffe Award winner Lori Ostlund, a deeply moving and beautiful debut
novel about a man who leaves his longtime partner in New Mexico for a new life in San Francisco,
launching him on a tragicomic road trip and into the mysteries of his own Midwestern childhood.

Sensitive, big-hearted, and achingly self-conscious, forty-year-old Aaron Englund long ago escaped the
confines of his Midwestern hometown, but he still feels like an outcast. After twenty years under the
Pygmalion-like direction of his older partner Walter, Aaron at last decides it is time to stop letting life
happen to him and to take control of his own fate. But soon after establishing himself in San
Francisco—where he alternates between a shoddy garage apartment and the absurdly ramshackle ESL school
where he teaches—Aaron sees that real freedom will not come until he has made peace with his memories of
Morton, Minnesota: a cramped town whose four hundred souls form a constellation of Aaron’s childhood
heartbreaks and hopes.

After Aaron’s father died in the town parade, it was the larger-than-life misfits of his childhood—sardonic,
wheel-chair bound dwarf named Clarence, a generous, obese baker named Bernice, a kindly aunt
preoccupied with dreams of The Rapture—who helped Aaron find his place in a provincial world hostile to
difference. But Aaron’s sense of rejection runs deep: when Aaron was seventeen, Dolores—Aaron’s loving,
selfish, and enigmatic mother—vanished one night with the town pastor. Aaron hasn’t heard from Dolores in
more than twenty years, but when a shambolic PI named Bill offers a key to closure, Aaron must confront his
own role in his troubled past and rethink his place in a world of unpredictable, life-changing forces.

Lori Ostlund’s debut novel is an openhearted contemplation of how we grow up and move on, how we can
turn our deepest wounds into our greatest strengths. Written with homespun charm and unceasing vitality,
After the Parade is a glorious new anthem for the outsider.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Patten:

This After the Parade: A Novel book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That After the
Parade: A Novel without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry After the Parade: A Novel can bring whenever you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This After the Parade: A Novel having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Mildred Miller:

The experience that you get from After the Parade: A Novel will be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to know but After the Parade: A Novel giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having that After the Parade: A Novel instantly.

Elmer Pereira:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book.
One of them is this After the Parade: A Novel.

Kyle Reese:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this After the Parade: A Novel book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation After the Parade: A Novel as good book not
only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its
include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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