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Site Reading offers a new method of literary and cultural interpretation and a new theory of narrative setting
by examining five sites--supermarkets, dumps, roads, ruins, and asylums--that have been crucial to American
literature and visual art since the mid-twentieth century. Against the traditional understanding of setting as a
static background for narrative action and character development, David Alworth argues that sites figure in
novels as social agents. Engaging a wide range of social and cultural theorists, especially Bruno Latour and
Erving Goffman, Site Reading examines how the literary figuration of real, material environments reorients
our sense of social relations. To read the sites of fiction, Alworth demonstrates, is to reveal literature as a
profound sociological resource, one that simultaneously models and theorizes collective life.

Each chapter identifies a particular site as a point of contact for writers and artists--the supermarket for Don
DeLillo and Andy Warhol; the dump for William Burroughs and Mierle Laderman Ukeles; the road for Jack
Kerouac, Joan Didion, and John Chamberlain; the ruin for Thomas Pynchon and Robert Smithson; and the
asylum for Ralph Ellison, Gordon Parks, and Jeff Wall--and shows how this site mediates complex
interactions among humans and nonhumans. The result is an interdisciplinary study of American culture that
brings together literature, visual art, and social theory to develop a new sociology of literature that
emphasizes the sociology in literature.
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From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them
is this Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form.

Lee Henry:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Misty Ware:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form can give you a lot of
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to
be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form.

Margaret Padua:

You will get this Site Reading: Fiction, Art, Social Form by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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