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Generic drugs are now familiar objects in clinics, drugstores, and households around the world. We like to
think of these tablets, capsules, patches, and ointments as interchangeable with their brand-name
counterparts: why pay more for the same? And yet they are not quite the same. They differ in price, in place
of origin, in color, shape, and size, in the dyes, binders, fillers, and coatings used, and in a host of other
ways. Claims of generic equivalence, as physician-historian Jeremy Greene reveals in this gripping narrative,
are never based on being identical to the original drug in all respects, but in being the same in all ways that
matter.

How do we know what parts of a pill really matter? Decisions about which differences are significant and
which are trivial in the world of therapeutics are not resolved by simple chemical or biological assays alone.
As Greene reveals in this fascinating account, questions of therapeutic similarity and difference are also
always questions of pharmacology and physiology, of economics and politics, of morality and belief.

Generic is the first book to chronicle the social, political, and cultural history of generic drugs in America. It
narrates the evolution of the generic drug industry from a set of mid-twentieth-century "schlock houses" and
"counterfeiters" into an agile and surprisingly powerful set of multinational corporations in the early twenty-
first century.

The substitution of bioequivalent generic drugs for more expensive brand-name products is a rare success
story in a field of failed attempts to deliver equivalent value in health care for a lower price. Greene’s history
sheds light on the controversies shadowing the success of generics: problems with the generalizability of
medical knowledge, the fragile role of science in public policy, and the increasing role of industry,
marketing, and consumer logics in late-twentieth-century and early twenty-first century health care.
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From reader reviews:

Esther Price:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Generic: The Unbranding of Modern
Medicine will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

John Ward:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Generic:
The Unbranding of Modern Medicine.

Anna Chew:

The actual book Generic: The Unbranding of Modern Medicine has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this article book.

Yong Dickerson:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book Generic: The Unbranding of Modern Medicine we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Generic: The Unbranding of Modern Medicine. You can more desirable than now.
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