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A radically new vision of women and girls living below the poverty line; Lisa Dodson makes a frontal
assault on conventional attitudes and stereotypes of women in poor America and the seriously misguided
"welfare reform" policies of the end of the century.

"I hear Odessa, a thirty-two-year-old woman, speak at a forum on welfare reform. I ask her about the phrase
she used, 'Don't call me out of name,' for it seemed to speak for a whole nation of people. Odessa tells me
that women who have no money and no one to stand up for them get put into a bad position and they get
misnamed. Most often they get called 'welfare mothers' or 'recipients,' words she will no longer
acknowledge. With millions alongside her, Odessa has emerged by her own strength and some opportunity,
and now she insists upon naming herself."

While Lisa Dodson was working in a Charlestown factory twenty years ago, the stories of the women she
worked with daily captivated her; she listened to them speak about harsh lives and their deep commitment to
family and community. It was the beginning of Dodson's desire to learn the truth and write it down.

For over eight years, Dodson has been documenting the lives of girls and women-hundreds of white,
African-American, Latino, Haitian, Irish, and other women in personal interviews, focus groups, surveys,
and Life-History Studies. This book is a crossing--a class crossing--taking readers into fellowship with
people who are seldom invited to speak but who have powerful stories to tell and who force us to abandon
common myths that have been fed to us by the media about school dropouts, teen pregnancy, and welfare
"cheats." Don't Call Us Out of Name delves deeply into the realities of their lives, often with surprising and
uplifting stories of commonplace courage, unimaginable strength, and resourcefulness.

Lisa Dodson does not simply give us the truth about women living in poverty but offers realistic hope for
meaningful policy reform based on the experience and analysis of the women we have seen so far only in
stereotype and whose voices we have not truly heard. These women emerge as critical contributors to the
creation of sound, humane public policy.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

The book Don't Call Us Out of Name: The Untold Lives of Women and Girls in Poor America can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book
Don't Call Us Out of Name: The Untold Lives of Women and Girls in Poor America? Several of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Don't Call Us Out of Name: The Untold
Lives of Women and Girls in Poor America has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Richard Linneman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the book untitled Don't Call Us Out of Name: The Untold Lives of Women and Girls in
Poor America can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Marie Velasquez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Don't Call Us Out of Name: The Untold Lives of Women and Girls in Poor
America it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.

Phyllis Belser:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Don't Call Us Out of Name: The Untold Lives
of Women and Girls in Poor America e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Don't Call Us



Out of Name: The Untold Lives of Women and Girls in Poor America as good book not merely by the cover
but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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