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The violence and economic devastation of the 1980-1992 civil war in El Salvador drove as many as one
million Salvadorans to enter the United States, frequently without authorization. In Nations of Emigrants, the
legal anthropologist Susan Bibler Coutin analyzes the case of emigration from El Salvador to the United
States to consider how current forms of migration challenge conventional understandings of borders,
citizenship, and migration itself. Interviews with policymakers and activists in El Salvador and the United
States are juxtaposed with Salvadoran emigrants' accounts of their journeys to the United States, their lives
in this country, and, in some cases, their removal to El Salvador. These interviews and accounts illustrate the
dilemmas that migration creates for nation-states as well as the difficulties for individuals who must live
simultaneously within and outside the legal systems of two countries.

During the 1980s, U.S. officials generally regarded these migrants as economic immigrants who deserved to
be deported, rather than as political refugees who merited asylum. By the 1990s, these Salvadorans were
made eligible for legal permanent residency, at least in part due to the lives that they had created in the
United States. Remarkably, this redefinition occurred during a period when more restrictive immigration
policies were being adopted by the U.S. government. At the same time, Salvadorans in the United States,
who send relatives more than $3 billion in remittances annually, have become a focus of policymaking in El
Salvador and are considered key to its future.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

This book untitled Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and the United
States to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it
through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from
your list.

Elinor Russell:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and the United States your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of
Citizenship in El Salvador and the United States giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Judith Lucas:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of
Citizenship in El Salvador and the United States was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and the United
States has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading this.

Cassandra Sanderson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is called of book Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and the United
States. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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